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• When does technology diminish our 
humanity?

• When and how do humans become 
programmable?

• Can we detect when this happens? 
• How will we evaluate?
• What about being human matters?



Forward – Nicholas Carr

Introduction

1. Engineering Humans

2. Cogs in the Machine of Our Own Lives

3. Tools for Engineering Humans

4. Engineering Humans with Contracts

5. On Extending Minds and Mind Control

6. The Path to Smart Techno-Social Environments

7. Techno-Social Engineering of Humans through Smart Environments

8. #RelationshipOptimization

9. Turing Tests and the Line between Humans and Machines

10. Can Humans be Engineered to be Incapable of Thinking?

11. Engineered Determinism and Free Will

12. To What End?

Conclusion: Reimagining and Building Alternative Futures
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Workplace Environments
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A world where engineered determinism
governs is a world where fully predictable
and programmable people perform rather
than live their lives.

Such a world would be tragic.

People living there could be described as
human and still would qualify as homo
sapiens. But they would have a thin
normative status as human beings because
much of what matters about being human
would be lost.
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